The Lafayette
Staff Editorial
"Reaching Goals"

It is always important for new organizations to estab-
lish themselves on campus. Lafayette College must learn
to adjust to the changes happening outside of its small
community to be informed of current issues. F.L.A.G.B.
(Friends of Lesbians and Gays & Bisexuals) is such an
organization which established on campus in order to edu-
cate students about the issues which people are afraid to face,
alternative lifestyles.

We think it is great that this group has organized, and
intends to increase awareness of gay and lesbian issues,
however we disagree with the manner in which the organi-
zation is using to fullfill its goals.

F.L.A.G.B. has celebrated such national holidays as
"Come Out of the Closet Day,” and the organization hopes
to celebrate a day in which blue jeans are worn in support of
gay and lesbian rights. Unfortunately, the organization is
forced to deal with Lafayette students who need more
education and information on the topic of homosexuality
before these students can be asked to reveal their preferences
or even show support.

Perhaps a solution for the lack of student knowledge or
concern would be for F.L.A.G.B. to sponsor various
educational programs to increase the awareness of students.
We must overcome our fears and ignorance before we can
take any kind of stand on such issues. Admitting our sexual
preferences by "coming out of the closet” or by wearing blue
Jjeans might not be a stand that many Lafayette students are
willing to make at this time.

We are not condeming the actions of F.L.A.G.B,,
rather we are proposing other options for the organization
to utilize in order to gain the support from the Lafayette
community while providing us with valuable and much-
needed knowledge. F.L.A.G.B.'s goals can be reached, but
as the cliche states, "You can't teach anold dog ~ w tricks."”




Dear Editor:

The other day as | walked
into Farinon, I was interrupted by
the presence before me of a large
structure of questionable stability
and craftsmanship,

Itbecame obvious to me from
the word ‘closet’ that appeared on
the structure that this was a *state-
ment’ being made by a group ad-
vocating Gay and Lesbianism. It
occurred to me that for my be-
liefs, it would be best to walk on,
and not engage the few who stood
hoping to elicit shock from pass-
ershy. Here is my response:

I am against Gay and Lesbi-
anism. Further, I am against the
Skinheads, Radical Feminists who
assert that all sex is rape, and
every other group whose doctrine
is “We are correct, so live with it,
because your rights are meaning-
less in our eyes.’

To examine this, consider the
following, 1 believe in the doc-
trine of “to each his own.” Thatis,
as long as my rights are not vio-
lated or offended by the presence
of something, let it be. It would
follow then, that I believe that
homosexuals should be leftalone,
and that they should have no
greater scrutiny applied to their
lives than any other individuals in
society. They are people too.

The same cannot be said of
Gays and Lesbians. Those terms,

the idea of ‘coming out,” with
much fanfare and parades and
whatever else, are wrong. Idonot
identify myself in public solely
on the basis of my preferences;
that I am a heterosexual male, or
that | find myself attracted to
women who respect themselves.
Rather, I am an individual who
respects the rights of others, and
the idea of decency, so | identify
myself as a person, and leave the
details of my private life in my
private life.

Do not be fooled: Gay and
Lesbian groups are political
groups, and they do not have
membershiproles consistent with
the actual numbers of homosexu-
als in our world. They represent
only a minute number of radical
individuals, and most likely do
not represent the views of most
homosexuals, just as radical
groups like the K.K.K. do not
represent the views of most
whites. | would urge that people
ignore displays such as the one |
witnessed outside Farinon, and
that they keep in mind that radi-
cals never represent the majority,
although they somehow always
seem to be the ones getting all of
the attention.

Marshall Tawney



(Letter to the editor)

Dear Editor,

As a member of the orga-
nization F.L.A.G.B. (Friends of
Lesbians, Gays and Bisexuals),
I feel compelled to respond to
two items that appeared in the
last issue of The Lafayere (14
October 1994).  First, the staff
editorial  entitled  “Reaching
Goals” was, to me at least, the
result of either misinforma-
tion or perhaps plain ignorance.
To correct one mistake, there
is no such “national holiday™
as “Come Out of the Closet
Day”, but rather a day (11
November) which is consid-
ered “Coming Out Day.” This
day is designated as a day on
which those who have not openly
declared  their  homosexuality
can do so. Such an inaccuracy
could have been corrected by a
minuscule amount of research,
or by
information supplied by one of
the several members of
FLA.G.B.

However, my point in writ-
ing is not to give the newspaper
editing tips, Rather, | should
like to ask the editors of The
Lafayette what they mean when
they suggest that FLA.GB. is
an organization that is not pro-
viding the campus with “edu-
cation and information on the
topic of homosexuality”. Fur-
thermore, what do the editors
mean when they suggest that
F.L.A.GB. should “sponsor
various educational programs
to increase the awareness of
students.” Exactly what is it
that the editors of The Lafayette
feel members of FL.A.G.B. are
doing? Since the inception of
the organization, its goal has
been to provide information and
education on homosexuality and
its related topics. In the years
the organization has existed,

F.L.A.G.B. has brought numer-
ous speakers to campus, held
various panel/discussion
groups. participated in confer-
ences at other campuses, raised
money for AIDS research in
addition to many other activi-
ties and functions that are al-
ready planned for this year.

The two activities which
the editorial speaks of (“Com-
ing Out Day” and Bluc Jeans
Day) are supplementary ac-
tivities to F.L.A.G.B.'s already
existing educational program-
ming. These two activities are
part of FL.A.G.B.'s agenda in-
sofar as they help to foster a
niche within the Lafayette com-
munity that expresses to ho-
mosexuals that the entire cam-
pus is not as homophobic as
some claim it to be.

However, as can be pain-
fully evidenced by the letter to
the editor written by Marshall
Tawney, F.LA.G.B. and the
Lafayette community at large
have long strides to make in
terms of combatting
homophobia on this campus. Mr.
Tawney's letter, while ram-
pant with inaccuracies, incon-
sistencies and self-contradic-
tions, is the perfect example of
the attiude F.L.A.G.B. expected
would surface as a result of our
constructed closet which sat in
front of Farinon on 11 October.

Mr. Tawney writes his let-
ter to inform the Lafayette
community that not only is he
“against Gay and Lesbian-
ism” and that “.the idea of
‘coming out,” with much fan-
fare and parades and whatever
else, are wrong.” Well, 1
would like to be the first to
thank you, Mr. Tawney, for
your straight-forwardness and
honesty, but please, when you
are denigrating certain mem-

bers of our community
(gays, lesbians, and bisexu-
als), be sure not to fall into
those same habits of which
you are accusing others of
being guilty (namely “iden-
tifying (myself) in public
solely on the basis of (my)
preferences™).

You, Mr. Tawney, evi-
dently, do not prefer to be in
the presence of gays, lesbi-
ans and bisexuals. You seem
to feel that their rights to
exist and to carry on normal
lives in society are some-
how secondary to your own.
You seem to express that
gays,lesbians and bisexuals
should not publicly acknowl-
edge their feelings. Yet you,
Mr. Tawney, express your
feelings quite publicly by
writing a letter to the editor.
How ironic.

Obviously, | disagree
with Mr. Tawney's beliefs.
However, the core of my
problem lies with Mr.
Tawney's refusal 1o allow
others to express their be-
liefs. Mr. Tawney's great-
est fear seems not to be
what we in FLA.G.B. be-

lieve, but rather that we
dare express our be-
liefs publicly. So it is

with one hand that | find Mr.
Tawney’s beliefs reprehen-
sible, but with the other that
I grant him the right 1o have
and express these beliefs. 1
only ask that he extend the
same courtesy (o those who
have contrary beliefs and
lifestyles to his own. After
all, it was Mr. Tawney
himself who wrote, “as
long as my rights are not
violated or offended by the
presence of something, let
it be.”

-Sara Bamett, ‘95



Warren  Blumenfeld  on
homophobia? The panel on com-
ing-out stories? The spring break
condom distibution? Why after
s0 long and so much do you call
FLAGB a “new” group? Per-
haps our campus newspaper needs
10 get some reporters out of the
editorial office and into the fiekd
before it editorializes in such clear

The truly sad aspect of the
editorial was that though it was
trying to be progressive it was
only confused.  You suggest that
people need (o be taught, but also
that they cannot be taught; that
people need 10 keam before they
can take a stand on threatening
issues, but that they can only leam
in ways that do not confront the
very fears that make the issues so
threatening. We constructed the
closet 10 dramatize its presence
here at Lafayette, not to dare
people to expose their sexual pref-
crences, We painted homophobic
slurs all over it to show that the
walls of the closet are created by
the sometimes intense and insane
hatred and fear of homosexuality
that can be found here. You
editonialized against our display:
perhaps you would have found

Letters to the editor

something more important 1o edito-
rialize about had you stood just a little
way off from our closet and listened
10 the more or less steady stream of
hissed expletives coming from pass-
ing students. T am glad you at least
say you “wre not condemning the
actions of FLAGB,” and | want ©0

more than the belief that we are all
entitied to our personal safety, ho-
mosexuals included? What we are
advocating is tolerunce and accep-
tnce, nothing more, nothing less.
Mr. Tawney believes by some
strange logic that advocating equal
rights is a denial or rejection of his
rights.

Mr. Tawney in fact lives in a
dream world, where everyone un-
derstands everyone else's rights,
where everyone is perfectly content
10 live and let live. In the real world,
women eam substantially less than
men for equal work, and so they
have to work hard to secure equal
pay, and unfortunately become, in
Mr. Tawney's workd, feminist mon-

sters who want to castrate or kil all

men.
Itis a frighteningly sad workl
we live in when advocating justice

1 ask Mr. Tawney 0 consider
for just one second the idea that it is
the homophobic world we live in
here that denies gays the rights he so
blithely takes for granted. Gays
want what he wants, the right 10 just
get along without being threatened
or beaten for what you may or may
not do in the privacy of your home.

A few days after | first read Mr,
Tawney's letter, 1 was walking
through campus around sunset with
my partner. Enjoying the beautiful

selves in public” as heterosexuals.
Were two men or two women walk-
ing the same way here, they would

selves trupped in them. It is hard 10
see the leaves through the walls.
-Jeff Poggi- asst. prof. English

Dear Editor,

“violate™ his “rights"? As for his

R acbionl

Tam writing this in
Marshall Tawney's Letter to the
Editor on Octoberl4. What Mr.
Tawney does not seem to realize is
that his stance “against Gay and

Day so necessary. Unfortunately,
his “toeach hisown™ conceptisnot
something that everyone adheres
to or believes in, and demonstra-
tionsand displays like the one front
of Farinon hope to raise conscious-
ness, and hopefully opens minds.
This last goal seems to have been
lost on Mr. Tawney.

He writes that “fanfare and
parades and whatever else are
wrong.”  Well, the fanfare and
“whatever” are the things that get
attention and force people to deal
reotypes. Does Mr. Tawney also
believe that there should have been
no Civil Rights movement? Un-
less I was taught incorrectly, in my
history classes we learned about
marches and sit-ins and demon-
strations (so elogquently described
as “parades and whatever else™)
that were staged so that blacks
could gain racial equality. It seems
that Mr. Tawney thinks that Rosa
Parks should have kept her mouth
shut and just sat in the back of the
bus so that she did not “offend”
anyone.

How about the Women's
Movement? Did that also go
against Mr. Tawney's “beliefs” or

who assert that all sex is rape,” |
would be very interested in learn-
ing about these so-called groups,
because to my knowledge none
exist. A specificorganization name
would have been helpful.
Demonstrations and marches
and displays are things that must
be done 1o raise awareness and

methods are employed because
they are effective. To get a mes-
sage across 10 people, it must be
seen by as many people as pos-
sible. If such demonstrations make
some people angry or irmitated, at
least it makes them think. To gain
equality gays and lesbians must
use the tactics that Mr. Tawney
sems soperturbed by, They are the
same methods used by Martin
Luther King, Jr. during the Civil
Rights movement and by the
Women's Rights movement.
Those two fights for equality and
acceptance would have gotten no-
where without “fanfare and pa-
rades and whatever else.”

As for Mr. Tawney's belief
that gays and lesbians should not
stage large marches or displays, it
should be noted that our Constitu-
tion guarantees the freedom of as-
sembly and petition. It's called the
First Amendment.  Maybe he
should check it out.

Sincerely,
Alison Mehr ‘98




